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Toan Banford,

Snfan May,
" . Elizabeth-Bancroft

Arabella Thomas.

" Anne Hemp_ﬂdll, y Mary Bilbrow,
and g

2P D N ancienttimes lave I read of
" &”/’: Prophetefles, but not untill of
5 late heard of Women Prea-
7 2. chers, their onely reafon or-
caufeof preaching, was, that
12 there was a deficiency of good:
“%' men, wherefore it was but fit,’

that vertuous: women- fhould:

| fupply their places, they were: .( men they did

meane) good for notking,but to-make their Texts
good by cxpounding the language of the Beaft,
but they themfelves would preach nothing, but
fuch things as the fpirit fhould move them.

The firft and chiefe of this femele and Sacerdo-
ticall iation, was one gune Hempjtall, living in
the Parifh of Saint dndrewes Holborne,neere Lon-
don, and in the County of Middlefex, uponacer-
taine tim~, fhe having a minde, faid the was mo-
ved to bee zealoufly aﬂ’czccd, callgd an a_ifcmbl};_
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- of her bibbiag Goffips together,whofe thoughts

-were beat more wpon the: firong water bettle
then upon the ufes or do@rines which their ho
Iy fter entended to.cxpound unto thém, bur be-
ing come to the houfe ot this Amwe Hempflal, ze2-
lous Nan{pake to them after this manncr, -
Beloved fifters, this laf aight I dreamed a
ftrange Dream, moseover me thought I {aw a vi-
fion,in which 4a»a the propheteffc was prefinted
unto my view , - the {plendour of whole counte-
nance did caft me into a trance, wherein I lay ua-
till the Bext-morming , and the morning bcing
come,, Icould conceive no interpretation of my
Dream but this, that I thould imicate godly 4»-
na, by preaching unto you, as fh: propheficd ta
~ otherss her {pecch frook them aﬁ into an afto-
nithment, atwhich, this prophane gmme cryed
out, Now dothithe holy Ghoft defcend downe
‘upon you, whercfore give eare uato mee, thea
dld_fbg beginto talke, and {peake unto them that
. which firft came into herminde, but the chicfe
matter of her Text wasthis, That womans haire
was an adorning toher, but for aman to have
lqng halre. , it was afhameunto him, which the
Se:ipture itfelfe cryeth fieupon 5 long did fhee
preach, and longer I dareavouch then fome of
the audience were'willing, for fome of them had
as far home as White Chappell, wherefore her

longirude. gm!{h& caufeabrevitude of her fucki

the Aquavite ottle 5 two houres being Exﬁircg'g
2nd the bottome of the ftoo] begianing to laok o-
penéwiotitied with her furious Ranps, fhee gave
. o ~ them
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tl;e? e? much peace a3 in her By ; aed fo<op-
£10 . : . o - .

" Mary Bilbrow, opcof the Audience,beingof
the Parifh of Sawe Giles inthe ficlds,defired thsm

to bee.all with her the next morning , apd afer

‘Sermon they fhould have good fac Pigto break-
faft, befidesacup of Sack or Claret to wathit
down : They all agreed unto'it, and making uleof
all che Rhetorick which tbepwere borne unto ,
they gave her thanks,and fo for thattime.a Boatle
of Ale, ortwo being devoured, . they departed
every one to their owne houfes. The pext mor- '
ning they met.all together atthe houle of Mary
Bilirow, whofe huysband wasagood honeft Brick-
layer; and {o {oone as they-came within the doors

~ of herhoufe, fhe brought themall into her Par-

lour, as thee called it, and in ftead of ftools and
cufhions, thee had provided before hand, thtee
Brickesapicce for them to fit upon , her reafon
was this, fhec thought they would mot fit
much, becaufc women to.goad inftructions love
fanding : her Pulpit wasframed very fubflantial-
ly of Brick, fo high that {carce any thing but her
#anding up tippet could be feen. She began there
very devoutly to make an ex rempore pr :yer, but
before fhee had fcarce fpoken twenty wards, her
daughter came running in very hathly,telling her

a Gentlemn ar Bloomsbury ftayed to fpeake with

her about urgent occafians, 3 which hearing; fhee

leapt out of her prayer into this ferious 1hediti-

tion, I thinkit bethe Gomtleman I was withall at
. A Salif-



Salisbury Court, wkom I promifcd this day to-

mext withall: whercupon fhe Ieft her pulpit,fpred

the cloa-h,and brought hey Goffipsin a Pig, ac- -

cording to her promifes who fed bicattilyand fo
departed. Somuch at this time for Middlefex fe-
m.l: Teachers, - . ’ -
Now give mee leaveto take water, and goe to
Gravefead, and fo furcher into Kent,where I fhall
tell'you of onc foan Banford inthe Towne of Fe-
verfham, who taughe in Feverfham, that husbands
being fuch as croffed their, wives wills might
lawfully be forfaken.
Then was there one Sufam May of Afhford in
the County of Kent alfo, which preached in a
Barne there,that the Divell was the facher of the
Pope, the Pope the father of thofe which did
weare Surplices ; wheréfore .confequently the
Divell wasthe father of all thofe ‘which did-nat
love Puritans, ‘ ‘
Thercwas likewife one Elizabeth Bancrofi in E-
ly in Cambridgefhire, where Bithop Wres firft
going to place Aleats there, preached behinde the
Minifter upona {aturday that it was fit upon Sun.
dzy to facrifice the Popes Bird upon hisowne Al
tar. . ' :
* Then laftly, there was one Arabefla Thome » A
Welch woman, which lived in the Citie of Salif-
bury, which preached, and 1n her Sermon {aid,
that none bt fuch painfull crearures =5 ey felfe
fhould goe to heaven: torthof: M f.rs which
did:not preach twice npon evi ry Subiv th day,fhs
S faid,

e ; § I

faid, that very fhottly the blacke Ravenby day,

!

and the white Owle by night: fhould fcratch out
their eyes. ‘

Thus have I declared fome of the female Aca-
demics,buc where their Univerfitie is, I cannot
tell, but I fuppofe that Bedlam or Brideweli
would be two convenient places fortliem, I it
not fufficient that they may have the Gofpe! tru-
lyand fincercly preached unto them, but they
muft take their Minifters office from them¢ If
there had been fuch a dearth of the Gofpel as

there was in the reigne of Q. Mary,ithad been an -

occafion fomewhat urgent. But God bee praifed

. it was not {o, butthat they feemed to bee ambiti-

ous, and becaufc they would have fuperiority,
they would get upon a ftoele, orinatubin ftead
of apulpit. Atthis time I have defcribed but fix
of them,cre long 1 fear 1{hall relate more, 1pray

God I havenocaufe 5 and fo for this time I con- '

clude..
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